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Abstract This study attempted to identify the life and death reproduced in literary works and present well-aging
and well-dying using literary studies that considered Korean literature. Literary works such as poems, novels,
and plays recorded between the 13th and 20th centuries covered in 10 literary studies in this study were
investigated and analyzed. The survey methods include general and outline sections, literary genre sections,
period sections, and keyword review. As a result of the analysis, most of the literature studies corresponded to
details including author theory. They were concentrated on the novel and poem, and mainly dealt with 20th
century literary works. In addition, the relationship between death, life patterns, well-dying, and well-aging
inherent in literary works was identified. It was the concept of a whole set and a subset. In conclusion, this
study has a limitation in studying literary works at a specific period. Nevertheless, we examined the nature of
well-aging in life as a hope to secure a prospect from Korean literature. And this study recognized the nature
of well-dying in death and meaningful death as a rite of passage derived from Korean literature. In the future,
it is expected to contribute to the realization of well-dying, well-aging, and application of convergence research
in Korean society in the 21st century.
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Table 1. Literature Research in {Death in Korean Literature)

N Author Publication Year Publisher
1 Lee In bok Korean Literature and Death 2002 Yerim
2 Kang Shin Joo The Image of Death in Jeong Ji Yong's Poem 2002 Yerim
3 Kim Jee Yeon Death Thoughts in Ko Jung Hee's Poem 2002 Yerim
4 Lee Eun Kyung Meaning of Death in Kim Woo Jin's Play 2002 Yerim
5 Lee Byung Soon Reading "Copper Mirror" through Death Thoughts 2002 Yerim
6 Hwang Young Mi Skepticism and Resistance to the Ideology of Purity 2002 Yerim
7 Song Kyung Ran Death and Existential Problems before and after the War 2002 Yerim
8 Kim Young Joo Death Thoughts in Kim Soo Young's Poem 2002 Yerim
9 Jang Mi Young Meaning of death in Park Kyung Ri's novel 2002 Yerim
10 Kim Hyun Joo Recognition of Death and Internal Maturity 2002 Yerim
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Table 2. Well-dying and Well-aging through Death and Life in Korean Literature 1

N Title Classification Genre Era
. . . General Literature
1 Korean Literature and Death Introduction(Generality) (Introduction to Literature) 1281(1285)-1968
9 The Image of !Death in Jeong Ji Details(Author Theory) Lyrical, Poetry(Korean Modern 1926-1950
Yong's Poem Poetry)
3 Death Thoughts in Ko Jung Details(Author Theory) Lyrical, Poetry(Korean Modern 1975-1992
Hee's Poem Poetry)
4 Meaning of .D‘eath in Kim Woo Details(Author Theory) Drama, Play(Korean 1925-1926
Jin's Play Contemporary Play)
Reading "Copper Mirror" through ) Narrative, Novels (Korean
5 Death Thoughts Details(Theory of Work) Modern Novels) 1982
Skepticism and Resistance to ) . Narrative, Novels (Korean _
6 the Ideology of Purity Details(Thematics) Modern Novels) 1917-1927
Death and Existential Problems ) Narrative, Novels (Korean _
/ before and after the War Details(Author Theory) Modern Novels) 1953-1959
s Death Thoughts in Kim Soo Details(Author Theory) Lyrical, Poetry(Korean Modern 1945-1968
Young's Poem Poetry)
9 Meaning of Q§ath in Park Kyung Details(Author Theory) Narrative, Novels (Korean 1955-1994
Ri's novel Modern Novels)
Recognition of Death and . Narrative, Novels (Korean _
10 Internal Maturity Details(Author Theory) Modern Novels) 1979-1980
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Table 3. Well-dying and Well-aging through Death and Life in Korean Literature 2

N Title Keywords related to Death and Life Keywords related to .Well—dylng and
Well-aging
Korean Literature and Absepce of Death, Eternal Llfe' Confucianism, Current World(Reality), Confucianism,
1 Buddhism, Taoism, Concentration of the Present . ;
Death ; ] Buddhism, Taoism
World, Reincarnation
9 The Image of Death in Acceptance of Death, Catholic Faith, Completion of Acceptance of Death, Completion of
Jeong Ji Yong's Poem Life, End of Life, Resurrection Life, Catholicism
Death Thoughts in Ko Death Thoughts, Aspiration and Hope for life, . o
8 Jung Hee's Poem Tragic Situations, The Christian View of the World Life as Hope, Christianity
Meaning of Death in Kim The Atonement, Rite of Passage, Yearning for . .
4 Woo Jin's Play Death, Suicide Execution Rite of Passage, Suicide
The Rumination of the Present Life, The Boundary
5 Reading "Copper Mirror" between Life and Death, The Desire for Life, The Presentity of Life, Desire, Comfort,
through Death Thoughts Soul of the Dead, The Coexistence of Life and Coexistence of Life and Death
Death, Ontological Tragedy
Skepticism and Resistance The Ideology of Purity, Patriarchal System, Female . .
6 to the Ideology of Purity Identity, Suicide Female Identity, Suicide
Death and Existential . . . .
7 Problems before and after War Experience, Cpnfllct, Anxiety, Despair, . Meaningful Death, Outlook for Life
the War Negative Death, Meaningful Death, Outlook for Life
Death Thoughts in Kim Exlstgg;elsm, Dgath Thoughtg, Death of chers, Existenceism, Possibility of Existence,
8 . Possibility of Existence, Coexistence of Life and - :
Soo Young's Poem Death Coexistence of Life and Death
Meaning of Death in Park Causal Death Consciousness, Peaceful End, ;
9 Kyung Ri's novel Miserable End, Human Good Will Peaceful End, Human Good Will
Recognition of Death and Death Perception, Character Growth, Life The Inseparability between Life and
10 . ) ] Death, Character Growth, Nature of
Internal Maturity Observation, Nature of Life Life
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Table 4. The Concept and Essence of Well-aging and Well-dying

The Concept or Essence of Well-aging

The Concept or Essence of Well-dying

Importance of Reality
Focus on the Presentness of Life
Pursuing Life as Hope
Securing the Outlook for Life
Pursuing the Growth of Characters
Life's Goal of Completion

Exclusion of Negative Death
Meaningful Death Orientation
Acceptance of Religious Assistance
Causing Peaceful Death
Death as a Rite of Passage
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