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Abstract This study investigated the English learners who are over 40 on their attitudes and
perception for lifelong education by dividing them into age groups of middle aged and elderly
learners. To this end, from May 20, 2020 to June 30, 2021, 80 participants attending lifelong
education centers in North Gyeongsang province were surveyed on the demographic characteristics
and interest, necessity, passion, advantage, hindrance, learning motivation, preferred subjects, and
learning methods. As a result, it was found that elderly learners showed a more positive English
learning attitude than middle-aged learners, and both groups considered the communication area
important in their learning motivation and preferred subjects. In regard to hindrance toward
English learning, different factors were shown according to the age groups along with lack of
confidence in English. Differences were also shown in preferred learning methods. This study
suggested the possibility of learning outcomes according to the positive learning attitude of elderly
learners along with the need for detailed English program design according to learners' age.
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Table 1. Participants

Sex Rate
Age
Male Female N(%)
Middle-aged group 6 39 45(56.3)
Elderly group 14 21 35(43.7)
Total 20 60 80(100)
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Table 2. Demographic information of the participation
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Category Sort Middle-aged group(%) Elderly group(%) N(%)
Graduated middle school 12.2) 5(14.3) 6(7.5)

Graduated high school 10(22.2) 18(51.4) 28(35)
Graduated college 18(40) 5(14.3) 23(28.8)

Educational background

Graduated university 14(31.1) 4(11.4) 18(22.5)

Master's degree 2(4.5) 2(5.8) 4(5)

Doctor’'s degree 0(0.0) 1(2.8) 101.2)
Within 1 week 29(64.5) 31(88.6) 60(75.0)
1 week-1 month 8(17.8) 2(5.8) 10(12.5)

Duration of stay in English— 1 month-6 months 5(11.1) 1(2.8) 6(7.5)
speaking countries 6 months-1 year 2(4.4) 0(0.0) 2(2.5)

1 year-3 months 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0)

QOver 3 years 12.2) 1(2.8) 2(2.5)
Less than 1 year 21(46.7) 21(60) 42(43.8)

1-2 years 12(26.7) 5(14.3) 17(35)
Experience in Learning English 2-3 years 8(17.8) 5(14.3) 13(11.3)

excluding Public Education 3-4 years 2(4.4) 2(5.7) 4(5)
4-5 years 2(4.4) 1(2.8) 3(3.7)

More than 5 years 0(0.0) 1(2.8) 101.2)

Health care 6(13.3) 1(2.9) 7(8.7)

Housewife 21(46.7) 19(54.3) 40(50)

Manufacturing 0(0.0) 1(2.9) 1(1.3)

Occupation

Public services 14(31.2) 2(5.7) 16(20)

Trading 2(4.4) 0(0.0) 2(2.5)
Agriculture 2(4.4) 12(34.2) 14(17.5)
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Fig. 1. Research design
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Table 3. ANOVA Results of Attitudes about English

Learning
Std. _
fom hoe N Mean | peviation | " Sig.
Interest Mldglri;apged 45 | 367 564
= 4525 | 037
(N=80) Elderly | s o
Group
Necessit Mldglri;aged 45 | 458 543
<N=80>y EIderIF\)/ 4348 | .040°
35| 431 583
Group
Passion Mldglri;aged 45| 420 726
(N=80) EIderIF\)/ 4765 | 032"
35| 454 657
Group
Benefit Mldglri;apged 45 | 4.27 618
(N=80) Elderly 7.457 | .008
35| 463 547
Group

*o(.05, **p(.01, **p(.001

Golsigrel A e SEA e

i 2] 99 T 9% WAloR AEEAE st

Table 4= &% 23] Higt HJE-‘:#Q ﬁﬂé’ HolEo
28 0 Gl o] 1Y 258 Ak 2 Av]
Q0log HoHY TS £AzE 151 IZ2 A7 2=

w4 T2 ol Sl ol Ae B
24 S0l 9ol kol Wt H A
Ql 891 molg 2 39t

Table 4. Hindrance for English Learning

Middle-aged Elderly

Answer group group

N(%) N(%)

Lack of confidence in English 21(26.9) 24(31.6)

Lack of time 18(23.1) 12(15.8)

Absence of appropriate English 1215.4) 709.2)
programs

Difficulty in English contents 9(11.5) 9(11.8)

Economic burden 7(9.0) 3(3.9)

Aging 5(6.4) 15(19.8)

Child care and Housekeeping 4(5.1) 0(0.0)

Health problem 2(2.6) 6(7.9)
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Table 5. Motivations for English Learning
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N(%) N(%) Be xRl o] A s sttt 53,
To make foreign friends 5(5.2) 2(3.0) = 15 1% dojulo) 9Jgt A H ) g9l FA] 4
For overseas travel 25(25.7) 18(26.9) Je Mzt Aog ZAEQL: ol =AS szt
English is a subject 0(0.0) 0(0.0) - -
— ; : E0] G0l ShgolA AT RES 7 2 AsfacleR
English is a foreign language that | like 0(0.0) 5(7.5) = N N
Ol AIE] =] OIALAE 0 S} sk=o] 7 o
To broaden social activities and 44.) 0(0.0) ‘1_10}7] qv:on —4/\]'_1_0 ] 71*6‘?1- c‘)—]—;ﬁl‘l J_]_/\]—_(P,}-_,] L
interpersonal relationships . %0] Eq_ Zjlxeq_é_}q_ﬂ Qlék}-l_q__l:—_ 7‘5}% %]: _/'\_ S{)\I’_ 0]1—-',1
The acquisition of language 51 .0 E = o =7 .= L
knowledge itself means something 56.2 7(104) o He ed :1'50"1\-1 E1"‘T Eg%}o}ﬂ] L]-qu-
English is an international language 21(21.6) 14(20.9)
To study abroad or emigrate 000.0 000.0 Table 7. Preferred English Learning Methods
English is a special language in Korea 0(0.0) 0(0.0) Middle-aged Elderly
| have a special talent for English 0(0.0) 0(0.0) Learning method group group
In order to enter higher schools 0(0.0) 0(0.0) N(%) N(%)
| don't want to be out of competition 0(0.0) 0(0.0) Through a group study 19@1.1) 6(12.0
with others Online course of English 14(15.5) 8(16.0)
For future dreams 0(0.0) 0(0.0) Offline course of English 13(14.4) 12(24.0)
Mother wants me to learn English 0(0.0) 0(0.0) Using English Audio materials 910.0) 48.0)
. Through English tutoring with
For the cultivation of culture 18(18.5) 15(22.4) Korean teachers 7(7.8) 10(20.0)
To teach English to children 6(6.2) 6(8.9) Self-study 7(7.8) 204.0)
To work at workplace 5(5.2) 0(0.0) Phone English or Screen English 7(7.8) 3(6.0)
Not to lose the competition 5(5.2) 0(0.0) Using English textual materials 6(6.7 0(0.0
For employment and job conversion 3(3.1) 0(0.0) Through English tutoring with 5(5.6) 5(10.0)
native speakers .
~ ~ Through language study abroad 3(3.3) 0(0.0)
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Table 6. Preferred English Subjects

Subject Mldgil'gugged Elderly group
N(%) N(%)
English conversation 31(51.7) 22(55.0)
Travel English 24(40.0) 15(37.5)
English reading 5(8.3) 3(7.5)
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