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Abstract

This study investigated the phenomenon of modern people enjoying tattoo culture in Korea from the per-
spective of post subculture. A qualitative study was conducted using both literature review and in-depth inter-
view methods. For post-subculture perspectives, the theories of Maffesoli (2017) and Thornton (1996), which
are suitable for interpreting contemporary tattoo culture, were reviewed in terms of seven concepts: sporadic
network, grouping, fluid participation, temporary emotional bond, self-distinction, pursuit of underground cul-
ture, and display and concealment. Semi-structured questionnaires were constructed and administered based
on the organized characteristics. Five cultural qualities of the tattoo phenomenon in Korea were derived based
on post-subculture concepts. Sporadic formation is related to the pattern of inflow into tattoo culture, and
“streaming” participation is based on fluid participation and temporary ties. Distinction within subculture is
based on self-distinction and pursuit of underground. The costume-playing ordinary concept includes the char-
acteristic of controlling the exposure of tattoos in society. Finally, formation of the consumer tattoo market
was newly discovered in Korean tattoo culture.
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Table 1. Concepts and key words of post-subculture

Concepts of Post-subculture

Key Words

Sporadic Network

Communion of Saints, Network, Anarchism

Grouping

Attraction and Repulsion, Affects, Relationismus

Fluid Participation

Nebula, Mobile, Temporary Gathering, Scattered

Temporary Emotional Bond

Festival, Liminality, Communitas, Shared Affection

Self-distinction

Subcultural Capital, Hipness, Distinction

Pursuit of Underground

Underground, Antipathy to media

Display and Concealment

Secret, Mask, Silence, Social Persona
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Sh= 22} o) HE & Al A8k Eoj g 3] 9 of thek WA TS AFA O] f-UF EA o] - &2 A=t
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Z o] th(Maffesoli, 2000/2017). 7t 53 BA S B, T o) XSt S F oS w7Ich
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