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While much has been written about Imperial Japan’s encounter with 

discipline, little if  anything has been written about relational and research 

th century 

appropriation, research collaboration between institutions of  the Empire. In 
particular it considers the exploration of  Mengjiang/Inner Mongolia after 

Road history, at the same time as such territory was being made anew. This 
paper also casts new light on the relational and collaborative processes of  

and Japanese academics during the Korean colonial period.
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Introduction

routed in the national ambitions of  either the People’s Republic of  China or, more 

intrinsically nationalistic to the efforts to conceptualize extensive trading and logistics routes 

Europe, which would see Korean products and enterprises travel speedily from one side of  

through logistics and economic engagement through territories, which have, more often than 

national products of  modern manifestations of  Korean and Chinese nationhood and rooted 

politics, ideology, and practices of  sovereignty and society that have generated and sustained 

paper and the project which it represents aim to do, to consider an earlier historical moment 

instead frame the geographic, conceptual, and temporal spaces of  their interest. Therefore, 

the colonization of  Mengjiang (now known as Inner Mongolia and now a province of  the 

knowledge consolidation and their connections otherwise with cultural and historical legacies 

The paper and its authors do this with a transnational perspective, with writing and 
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theory from work on border spaces and cultural contact zones in mind, and is rooted in 

as it is conceptualized in contemporary Korea, alongside writing on borders and contacts 

in the 19th century and early 20th

In relation to the processes of  colonization and assimilation as experienced by Japanese 

fascism, the authors utilize the analysis of   and, 

 With the paper’s aims and area of  interest outlined as well as the conceptual and 
disciplinary areas from which the authors draw their research and writing, and the wider 

th 

geography, particularly those who would articulate the theory of  geopolitics and its utility in 

colonized spaces in the Japanese Empire between academics working on geographic matters 

knowable to Japanese modernity before concluding with a review of  the ground travelled by 
the paper, its context within our wider research project, and the directions it will take in the 
future.
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Returning to the Silk Road(s)

and powers of  Europe and what is now considered the Middle East, relations and trade 
connections between East Asia, Europe, and the wider world were temporarily lost after 
nearly two millennia of  interaction. However, this disconnection lasted a comparatively short 
time, as within a century, driven by the energies of  the Imperialist, expansionist sensibility 

Asia. 

and explorers headed north and east. Thus, Ivan Moskvitin and a group of  hired Cossacks 

Treaty of  Nerchinsk in 1679, the hostile Chukchi of  the Chukchi Peninsula, and Koryaks 

( . All of  these European and Russian interests leveraged memories of  the 

for their ambitions (Akiner 2011
Alongside the familiar powers, another nation was becoming involved, especially in the 

rather than to resist western models of  governance and geopolitical interests, to learn, adopt, 

which travelled 

European and American educational, industrial, agricultural, and government processes and 

the Meiji state in years to come. 
It was not simply the structures and processes of  statecraft, society, and economics 

within powerful nations that Japan was interested in but also, apparently, the spaces and 
, an 
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’s activities in 
Kashgar (now close to the Xinjiang and the border with Kazakhstan and the site of  much 
recent destruction of  religious architecture and Uyghur culture by the People’s Republic of  

history, their activities at the turn of  the century inspired great interest in Japan on the ancient 

be had in contemporary times of  holding or controlling the territories along or in the vicinity 

This paper, as suggested in the introduction, reaches forward in time to the late 1930s 
and early 1940s when the Japanese Empire was at its height and maximum power. Japan 
had long ago colonized Korea and Taiwan and had made inroads into China itself, annexing 
northeast China as the puppet state of  Manchukuo. While much of  Japanese interests lay in 

on them. In this paper then, the authors focus on the processes of  colonization around 
Mengjiang, what is now the Chinese province of  Inner Mongolia, for a short period between 
1939 and 1944 at the frontier of  the Japanese Empire. This was an exotic territory for Japan, 

part, adventure writing, often told second or third hand, it was necessary for the Japanese 

research expeditions to Mengjiang, which were both highly unusual for the time and very 

of  both the Imperial metropole and colonial periphery collaborated together on the making 

yet in their own time was unknown. These collaboration partners had themselves been deeply 
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of  the 19th century. The collapse of  the feudal remains of  the Holy Roman Empire led to a 

impacted by the European enlightenment of  the late 18th century (
in bureaucratic, political, and economic organization were matched by changes in artistic, 

articulate narratives of  greatness and national superiority onto the nation of  the present as 
well as historical mythologies about European connections to the Orient through the ancient 

navy and it would need colonies through which it would express and project its power on 
the global stage and from which it would extract the materials and resources necessary to 

soon develop a navy, which was the envy of  the world, and become a technological and 

model appeared a particularly interesting example for Japan to follow, having recently been 
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colonial energies meant that it would impinge on what Japan felt was its home territory and 

was highly problematic for any resumption of  relations between the two nations. However, 

interact with a new Japan, now in possession of  colonial territories with new philosophical 
frameworks, but also with the memories of  ancient Oriental places and distant journeys 
in mind. In this regard, Karl Haushofer is surely the most famous and certainly the most 

of  the Japanese army, bureaucracy, and government. In the autumn of  1909, Haushofer 
and his wife travelled throughout Korea to see developments in railway construction 

1913, Haushofer completed a doctorate inspired by his experience of  Japanese politics and 

Weltstellung und Zukunft

and the Zeitschrift für Geopolitik
Ratzel, and Rudolf  Kjellen, Haushofer elaborated on notions of  the state as an organic entity, 
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ideologies of  the Nazi party and the Third Reich but they were also entirely applicable to 
other states with colonial ambitions. Colleagues of  Haushofer interested in Asia could not 
help but see these concepts work themselves out in the context of  Asia and the spaces of  the 

while undertaking his Ph.D. with mentor Haushofer and supervisor Erich von Drygalski 

geopolitics and geographies of  Asia and Asian colonialism was published in Zeitschrift für 
Geopolitik and a series of  other publications before his 1941 Die Mandschurei 

1

Zeitschrift für Geopolitik saw Asia as a geopolitical space 
of  ancient roots and importance but which was now in motion and in play in the service of  

this lens and the frame of  Haushoferan geopolitics, a small unsuccessful nation, ripe for 
conversion into Japanese lebensraum to serve a greater good in the colonial developmental 

geopolitics, like Korea and Manchuria, could Japan gain and secure the resources which 
would serve to underpin its place on the world stage in the 20th century.

1 
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Collaborations in Korea

to the developing structures of  the Empire. Japan had adopted a new model of  education 
after the Meiji restoration, with different categories of  schools and a Higher Education 

of  nine Imperial Universities (  were established, through which research and 
analysis were conducted to support the development of  the Empire and dissemination of  its 
militarist nationalist ideology. Keijo Imperial University was one in the network of  Imperial 
universities, but unlike those on the Japanese mainland or Taihoku Imperial University (

the direct control of  Tokyo’s Ministry of  Education but instead funded and managed by the 

institution for psychiatric surgical research and medical anthropology and was particularly 
focused on physiological and anatomical differences between Korean and Japanese bodies 

literature, philosophy, economics, and history, often attempting to bend conceptually from 
Korean traditional approaches to Imperial subjectivities and to focus on Japanese historical 

The education system of  colonial Korea also served ethnic Koreans and Japanese 
citizens differently. Korean education was reorganized after 1910 along Japanese hierarchical 
lines, with elementary, middle, and high schools feeding into technical colleges and, for the 
absolute elite, Keijo Imperial University. Education received by Koreans followed a hybrid 
Japanese/Korean model for most of  the colonial period, which taught Korean culture and 
social matters in Korean but History, which was mainly Japanese history, and language in 
Japanese. Elementary schools were even called kungminhakkyo (
(

resources were directed at Japanese settlers and citizens on the peninsula when it came to 
facilities and provision for education than were directed at ethnic Koreans. Access to higher 

were not entirely excluded. A number of  Koreans would study and teach at these institutions, 
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set of  curricula and advertorial statements from visiting scholars and Professors who made 

teaching, which the university itself  did not permanently have. These were in part to attract 
potential student and professional viewers to these series of  lectures and curricula in the 
contemporary sense, so that students or anyone auditing such lecture series could have an 
expectation of  what was involved, the expertise or background of  the lecturer, and any 

of  this tendency at Keijo can be found in documents relating to the 1938 visit to Keijo 
 (Keijo Imperial 

Tada was one of  Japan’s most successful academic geographers of  the prior two decades 
and his work had engaged in a sustained way with continental Asia, particularly Korea. In 

2

forces. At a time when Japan’s colonial research products were absorbed haphazardly and, in 
some cases, burned altogether, Tada’s materials were preserved yet would await more than 

role in the development of  postwar geography at the University of  Tokyo and Komazawa 

secreted away, Tada’s work in colonial Korea and elsewhere in Central Asia and near the 

Japanese researchers begun to reassess his career and his broader interactions with Japan’s 

2 
and History, Komazawa University (
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th

left unexamined. 

Mengjiang

utilizing Prince Demchugdongrub, a member of  one of  the Mongolian Imperial clans, as its 

Mengjiang was not colonized simply for political reasons, to fragment the Republic of  China, 
and to counter any threat from the Mongolian People’s Republic (which was allied to the 

while these territories were familiar from the ancient stories of  the Mongol Empire and the 

so that its landscape and resources could become more coherently knowable by contemporary 
Imperial institutions. It appears that in 1939, soon after the declaration of  its new name and 
format of  government, scholars and researchers from Keijo Imperial University and Tada 

considering the new landscapes the Imperial writ would run over. 

The Jangseogak’s collection includes the report from Keijo Imperial University and Tada 

simply record the spaces of  mineral extraction and industry along with the infrastructures 

and his fellow surveyors and researchers also consider the historical and social landscapes 
of  Mengjiang, both those of  its indigenous Mongolian residents and also the places and 
journeys of  settlers encouraged into the territory by Imperial authorities in a similar fashion 
as was happening on the Korean Peninsula. The report begins with a statement of  Imperial 
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a photograph of  the team surrounded by Imperial Japanese Army soldiers and the security 

(

social and human geography of  this new territory and its relationship with the historical past 

the yurts and the temporary stockades behind them in which the nomadic families keep their 

the report to the potential economics of  the trade in sheep and the organization of  such 

of  materials and caravans of  both Mongolian families on the move and Han Chinese as 
well as Japanese settlers who are on the move elsewhere nearby the market along with its 

While this report is not a work of  medical anthropology, the researchers make sure to 

territory and the temporary markets to examine religious spaces, both in the wild (small 
memorial spaces to family and communities, replete with skulls scattered liberally next to 

report examines temporal technology, such as sundials, and more esoteric technology, such 

Mongolian architecture, but particularly focus on religious practices and a group of  Dragon 
dancers who have assembled for some form of  Dragon festival, which resembles, from our 

largest urban space, Hohhot (known as 
Temple ( rd 

researchers do not include a photo of  that famous pagoda, though one large Pagoda is visible 
in the report, but they do spend some time analyzing what they conceive to be the backward 
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Japanese infrastructural and security planners to develop the area, at least to make it easier 
to support the logistics and supply of  the Imperial Japanese Army. Whether Mengjiang’s 
incorporation into the Japanese Empire had already begun this process of  development and 
logistical change, it is not at all apparent from the photographs in the report of  Hohhot, 

as the Helan Mountains (
element and a potential problem for future development and access to the central Tibetan 

have recognized something of  the Kumgang Mountains in the shape and form of  the Helan 

landscapes. Ultimately, the report is a fascinating opportunity to encounter empirical work 
conducted by Koreans or a Korean institution during the Japanese Empire. It is particularly 
interesting in its subject and approach, of  being part of  the construction of  new Imperial 
spaces and territories, and for the connections included with earlier conceptions of  places 

Conclusion

Mengjiang and the Japanese and Koreans whom this paper recounts exploring Hohhot and its 

and even the act of  medieval espionage that resulted in the smuggling of  silkworms into 

st between 

their encounters with Inner Mongolia/Mengjiang, the collaborating researchers this paper has 

th 

Road captured by creative and historical literature, travelling writing, and mythologies of  the 
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period. 

harking back to the extraordinary journeys and exchanges between the 6th and 17th centuries, 

the present back into the deep past. The research encounters and output focused on by this 

19th century romanticism and earlier efforts to reimagine an Asian state through the lens of  

been part of  it. In the research effort encountered by the authors of  this paper, Japanese 
and colonial Koreans together seek to make knowable such lost and imagined spaces at the 
same time considering ways of  making them more tangibly part of  the Japanese Imperial 

The authors of  the paper hope to have shed a little light on the process of  knowledge and 

a transnational perspective in which scholars of  Imperial Japan, and its colonized territories 

utilizing theory, conceptualizations, and methodologies drawn from contact and engagement 

This paper and the writing and research behind it are necessarily partial at this stage, 
given the paucity of  material and gaps in archival documents available. It is also partial as it 
is part of  a wider project and, at this stage, is still provisional and in progress. The authors 
intend to further develop their work on this topic and delve further into the details of  the 

notebooks held at Komazawa University in Tokyo. However, as partial and provisional as 
it is, the authors hope the writing and research within this paper have value, given the rare 

both ancient and modern.
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