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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to find out what discourse the newspaper's articles produce and
distribute about ‘drug addiction’” and to reveal the topography and meaning of the discourse. Data were
collected by searching ‘drug’ ‘drug addiction’ as keywords for news articles in four daily newspapers in
Korea. As a result of analyzing using Norman Fairclough's critical discourse analysis, first, the
‘crime—punishment’ discourse was dominant in textual analysis. Drug addiction is a social evil and a
serious crime such as sex crimes, child crimes, and violence, so it should be strictly punished. Second,
in the discourse practice analysis, drug addiction is a mental disease that needs treatment, so
systematic management by the state is required. Third, in the socio-cultural practice analysis, drug
addiction is a means of making money for economic benefit, is related to corruption of political power,
and is an object that should be strongly controlled to prevent drug crimes from threatening the
foundation of the state. Culturally, drug addiction stems from the motivation of pleasure seeking, and
is the result of moral degradation. Through this analysis, the conversion to the 'disease-treatment’
discourse and drug policies centered on treatment and rehabilitation were suggested as alternatives.
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