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Abstract This study purports to achieve three different yet related tasks. First of all, this study reviews
thoroughly social economy as an academic subject which have been drawing much attentions in social science.
Secondly, this study examines developmental trajectory of social economy in Korea and reviews categories and
types of social economy in current Korean society. Lastly, this study introduces several arguments around social
economy. For these tasks, brief summary of the definitions of social economy from foreign and domestic
scholars will be provided. Then five controversial subjects on social economy will be introduced. Those are the
effect of social economy on employment, the future of social economy in the context of welfare state, the
sustainability of social economy, the relationship of social economy with civil society, and the relationship
between social economy and basic income. The author hopes that this study could provide thorough pirctire of
social economy conceptually as well as practically for those who are interested in social economy both in

academia and civil society organizations.
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Figure 1. The Typology of social economy organizations
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