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Trends in Digital Trade Policies and Trade Rules in Major Overseas Countries
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ABSTRACT

Digital trade rules are crucial in supporting the digital economy as the rules effectively reduce unnecessary trade
barriers. This study introduces various approaches that major countries take regarding digital trade policies and
rules. Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership has introduced comprehensive
rules on e-commerce, including binding articles on the free flow of information, location of computing facilities,
and source code. More recent e-commerce provisions or digital trade agreements cover wider range of issues,
from cyber security, artificial intelligence, and data innovation to electronic invoicing and payments. Multilateral
negotiations on digital trade rules, including the World Trade Organization E-commerce Joint Statement
Initiatives and Indo-Pacific Economic Framework, are in progress. Thus, countries involved are expected to

respond to new digital trade issues with long-term strategies considering domestic policy objectives.
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