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of o3t e == AFalA| (pearson’s correlation coefficient)
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Table 1. General characteristics of the study subjects

Characteristic Division N(%)
Gender Man 4(2.0)
Woman 200(98.0)
Age >19 68(33.3)
20 68(33.3)
21€ 68(33.4)
Experience in completing  Yes 63(30.9)
education related to the elderly No 141(69.1)
Parent 187(91.7)
Custodian
Grandparents  17(8.3)
Life experience with Yes 66(32.4)
grandparents No 138(67.7)
Experience of volunteering Yes 89(43.6)
related to the elderly No 115(56.4)

3.2, kOIXt4iZ0l9} -olof Yt XAl gl EfE
wQlapE ol 44 Yol 2.03+0.360] AT
sloladel 5 nATEo] 2.23+0.468. 0% 71 B9

1, thyes FAA B9] 2,140,539, APH 1.67+
0.38%] =o]qlet, =Qlof thgh XA AAA 4
0.57£0.15, Ar3]% 49 0.36+0.17, A2l& F4
0.35+0.20 <=0] 3t} 3lof gt e == 3.86+0.27
= UEbgth(Table 2).
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Table 2. Gerontism and Knowledge and Attitude Score for the Elderly

Variable Division Range M=£SD Total
Physical 1-0 0.57+0.15 6.26+1.05
Psychological 0.35+0.20 2.10+1.00
Knowledge of the elderly )
Social 0.36+0.17 2.88+1.02
Total 7.64+0.16 11.27+3.30
Attitude toward the elderly 1-7 3.86+0.27

Emotional avoidance 1-4 2.11+£0.,53 14.77+3.71

Old—age Discrimination 1.67+0.38 8.35£1.90

discrimination Fixed idea 2.23+0.46 13.38%+2.76

Total 2.03+0.36 11.24+2.79
3.3. k0lojl CiYE X|Aj0] Bopy Heig A 7kt 7ol Qlek 89.2%9) 0 Uert,
=olof that 2]A1L 257 whEol Wtk 11.27+3.30 i AgEo] 7MY W2 B2 Holk 5% o]+
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o, NP 99 2oE BTk AT el gl SANEL O LANSHG 1917 A 35
off Thak 2| 4] A 7h Y A7 11.3%, o) =els2 A A

] (gl ofsf +8) oI5k S 7HIY 13.2%9]

£=0] 1 tH(Table 3),

Table 3. The percentage of correct answers by question of knowledge about the elderly

Question N % Ranking

Physical strength tends to decrease with age 190 93.1 1
Eyesight, hearing, taste, touch, and smell all tend to decrease with age 189 92.6 2
Lung capacity tends to decrease with age 182  89.2 3
Older people tend to have slower reaction times than younger people 178  87.3 4
Older people usually take longer to learn new things than young people 173  84.8 5
Most elderly people are working or want to have any kind of work 141 69.1 6
Most of the elderly are impossible to adapt to change 137  67.2 7
At present, more than 15% of the population is 65 years of age or older 132 64,7 8
More than 50% of the elderly are healthy enough to carry out daily activities 111 544 9
Many elderly people feel miserable most of the time 102 50.0 10
Depression occurs more in older people than in young people 99 48.5 11
Most elderly people are socially isolated 92 45.1 12
In the future, the health and socio—economic status of the elderly will be almost the 34 419 13
same as or worse than the present )

Most senior office workers cannot work more effectively than younger office workers 71 34.8 14
Older people at work are less likely to have accidents than younger people 58 28.4 15
Most of the elderly suffer from disruption 58 28.4 16
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Question N %  Ranking
In general, old people become similar in every way 58 284 17
Most elderly people have no interest in sex and no ability 55 27.0 18
Most old people say they are rarely bored 34 16.7 19
Older people tend to become more religious as they get older 32 15.7 20
Most healthcare workers tend to give low priority to the elderly 31 15.2 21
Most elderly people rarely get excited or angry 28 13.7 22
Most senior citizens have incomes below the minimum cost of living 27 13.2 23
Older drivers have fewer accidents per person than younger drivers 23 11.3 24
At least 5% of the elderly live in nursing homes and residential facilities for the elderly 15 7.4 25
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Table 4. Differences in knowledge and attitudes toward the elderly and discrimination against the elderly

according to the general characteristics of the subject

o o Knowledge Attitude Discriminatoryism
Characteristic Division
M+SD p M+SD P M+SD p
Gender Man 12,25+2.62 0,584 3.90+0.60 0.625 2.30+0.11 0.040"
Woman 11.25+3.13 4.26+0.70 2.01+£0.36
Age »19 11.12+3.47 0,735 3.78+0.27° 0.009" 1.93+0.35° 0.026
20 11.51+2.55 3.92+0.26° 2.10+0.35°
21< 11.19+£3.30 3.88+0,28® 2.04+0,37®
Experience in completing Yes 3.89+1.08 0,448 3.85+0.29 0.191 2.01+0.32 0.098
education related to the
No 3.69+1.02 3.86+0,27 2.02+0.38
elderly
) Parent 3.76+1.06 0.154 3.86+0.27 0.641 2.03+0.35 0.281
Custodian
Grandparents 3.70%+0.73 3.81+0.30 1.82+0.41
Life experience with Yes 3.87+1.09 0,549 3.81%£0.29 0.694 1.97+0.43  0.001"
grandparents No 3.70+1.02 3.88+0,27 2.05+0,32
Experience of volunteering Yes 3.87+1.06 0,992 3.86+0.27 0.240 2.03+0,34 0.187
related to the elderly No 3.66+1,01 3.85+0.28 2.01+0.38

by the Independent one—way ANOVA test at a=0.05
a.b.c Means followed by Scheffe’ multiple comparison
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Table 5. Correlation between knowledge and attitudes toward the elderly and discrimination against the elderly

Knowledge

Physical Psychological Social

Old—age

e -.279" -.2m”
discrimination

Attitude

460" 892"

Discriminatoryism

Emotional avoidance Discrimination Fixed idea

623" 768"
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ABSTRACT

The effect of dental hygiene students’ knowledge and attitude toward
the elderly on the discrimination of the elderly

Young-Sun Kim - Jung-Hwa Lee

Department of Dental Hygiene, Daegu Health College

Background: The elderly population aged 65 or older in Korea is expected to continue to increase to 18.4% in
2023, and to enter a super-aged society at 20.6% in 2025. In clinical practice, the elderly discrimination of dental
hygienists may expetience difficulties during dental hygiene treatment due to an increase in the number of eldetly
patients due to aging, which can lead to maladjustment to work and turnover, so education on the understanding
of the elderly is essential for students in the Department of Dentistry, who are prospective dental hygienists.
Accordingly, a study was conducted to prepare for a super-aged society by studying the relationship between eldetly
discrimination and the knowledge and attitudes of the elderly, and to change the curriculum of universities and
develop programs related to the elderly.

Method: 204 students enrolled in the Department of Dentistry in D area were analyzed using the SPSS/WIN
25.0 program. The subject’s geriatric discrimination, knowledge about the elderly, and attitude toward the elderly
were calculated as the mean and standard deviation. T-test and one-way ANOVA were performed to verify
the difference in geriatric discrimination according to the general characteristics of the subject, with a Schefte’
test applied for post-hoc analysis. Correlation analysis was conducted on the subject’s geriatric discrimination,
knowledge about the elderly, and attitudes toward the eldetly.

Results: Geriatrics scored 2.0310.36 out of 4. Knowledge about the elderly was categorized as follows: physical
domain 0.57%0.15; social domain 0.3620.17; and psychological domain 0.35+0.20. The attitude toward the elderly
was 3.806%0.27. Knowledge of the elderly averaged 11.2723.30 points out of 25. The question with the highest
percentage of correct answers to knowledge about the elderly was ‘physical strength tends to decrease with age’,
which was 93.1%. The attitude toward the elderly according to the general characteristics of the study subjects
showed significant differences in gender (p=0.040), age (p=0.026), and life experience with grandparents (p=0.001).
The elderly discrimination of the study subjects showed a negative correlation in both attitude and knowledge
toward the elderly, and among the elderly discrimination, there was a high positive correlation with regard to
emotional avoidance (=.892, p<0.001).

Conclusion: College students are the leading players in caring for the elderly and are directly affected by aging
social problems. Therefore, it is considered necessary to apply various programs in the state, society, and educational

institutions to avoid negative prejudices that lead to positive thinking and discrimination against the elderly.

Key words: Attitude, Dental hygiene, Discrimination, Elderly, Knowledge



