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The Relationship Between Entrepreneurial Competency
and Entrepreneurial Intention of SME Workers:
Focusing on the Mediating Effect of Start-Up Efficacy
and Start-Up Mentor

Oun Ju Lee*

Abstract

This study attempted to analyze the impact of individual entrepreneurial capabilities on entrepreneurial intention targeting small and
medium-sized business employees, and sought to confirm the mediating effect of entrepreneurial efficacy and entrepreneurial mentoring
between entrepreneurial capabilities and entrepreneurial intention. The sub-variables of entrepreneurship competency were analyzed
separately into creativity, problem solving, communication, and marketing. 368 questionnaires collected from employees at small and
medium-sized manufacturing companies located across the country were used for empirical analysis. A parallel dual mediation model with
no causal relationship between parameters was used for empirical analysis using SPSS v26.0 and PROCESS macro v4.2. As a result of
the analysis, first, among the start-up competencies, creativity, communication, and marketing were confirmed to have a significant
positive (+) effect on start-up efficacy. Second, among the start-up competencies, creativity, communication, and marketing were tested to
have a significant positive influence on start-up mentoring. Third, both startup efficacy and startup mentoring were found to have a
significant positive influence on startup intention. Fourth, among start-up capabilities, creativity and marketing were confirmed to have a
significant positive (+) effect on start-up intention. Fifth, startup efficacy and startup mentoring were found to have a mediating effect on
startup intention except for problem solving among startup competencies. As a result, it was confirmed that in order to strengthen the
intention to start a business among small and medium-sized business employees, start-up efficacy and start-up mentoring are important
factors, and that marketing and creativity have an important influence among individual start-up capabilities, so education and prior
preparation for these are necessary. As follow-up research, it will be necessary to apply multivariate models, analyze time series data,
research considering external environmental factors, and test the difference between start-up capabilities and performance considering

detailed population characteristics.
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