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Mediating effect of moral sensitivity on the relationship between
nursing professionalism and ethical decision-making confidence in nursing students

Kang, Bae-Hwa" - Cho, Hye-Young?

1) Graduate Student, School of Nursing, Kunsan National University
2) Associate Professor, School of Nursing, Kunsan National University

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to confirm the relationship between nursing students’ nursing professionalism and ethical
decision-making confidence, and to clarify the mediating effect of moral sensitivity which has a mutual influence on nursing
professionalism and ethical decision-making confidence. Methods: The data collection for this study was conducted from January
23 to February 1, 2021 with junior and senior nursing students enrolled in five nursing departments in two regions. The data
collected in this study were analyzed using the IBM SPSS statistics version 23.0 program. Results: Through this study, it was
found that nursing professionalism (£=.47) and moral sensitivity (8=.32) acted as important influencing factors on the ethical
decision-making confidence of nursing students, with an explanatory power of 31.2%. In addition, it was confirmed that there
was a partial mediating effect of moral sensitivity in the relationship between the nursing professionalism and ethical
decision-making confidence of nursing students, and the mediating effect coefficient of moral sensitivity was .16. Conclusion:
Based on the results of the study, it is suggested to prepare a plan to increase ethical decision-making confidence and moral
sensitivity when planning interventions to improve nursing professionalism in nursing students.
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Table 1. Differences in Ethical Decision—Making Confidence according to Participants’ General Characteristics
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(N=231)

Perceived ethical confidence

Variables Categories n (%) Mean+SD VZIF @

Age (years) 25.44+5.09

Sex Male 27 (11.7) 4.13+0.12 1.56 (.152)
Female 204 (88.3) 3.95+0.04

School year Junior 51 (22.1) 3.9840.50 0.93 (.341)
Senior 180 (77.9) 3.97+0.55

Religion Yes 95 (41.1) 3.93+0.05 0.14 (.342)
No 136 (58.9) 3.99+0.05

Satisfaction with one’s grades Dissatisfaction 33 (14.3) 3.80+£0.08 1.59 (.151)
Normal 145 (62.8) 4.01+0.05
Satisfaction 53 (22.9) 3.98+0.07

Satisfaction in nursing major Dissatisfaction 11 (4.8) 4.11£019 0.39 (.483)
Moderate 99 (42.8) 3.92+0.05
Satisfaction 121 (52.4) 4.00£0.05

Experience of ethics education Yes 223 (96.5) 4.42+019 3.52 (<.001)
No 8 (3.5) 3.92+0.05

Motivation for applying to High employment rate 102 (44.2) 3.91£0.06 0.65 (.581)

nursing major Aptitude & interest 71 (30.7) 4.04+0.06
Recommendation from others 37 (16.0) 4.05+0.08
Grades & others 21 (9.1) 3.91£0.13

Satisfaction with clinical practice Dissatisfaction 12 (5.2) 4.08+0.17 1.30 (292)
Normal 76 (32.9) 3.89+0.06
Satisfaction 143 (61.9) 4.00£0.04

SD=standard deviation
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Table 2. Level of Nursing Professionalism, Moral Sensitivity, and Ethical Decision-Making Confidence

Table 3. Correlation among Nursing Professionalism, Moral
Sensitivity, and Ethical Decision—Making Confidence

(N=231)
Variabl NP MS EDC
ariaples r(p) r(p) r(p)
NP 1
MS 50 (<.001) 1
EDC Al (<001) .46 (<.001) 1

EDC=ethical decision-making confidence; MS=moral sensitivity;
NP=nursing professionalism
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DEHRERHB=47 =YF WzHd(E=32) BF &97 9
AHEZR AR @qui FIFE HRlE AoE L]'EPXIQU% o]
HE7L J
t}. w3}k Process Macro —‘?‘—4“‘*[27]01] oy bootstrapp1ng~ Al
sto] wEE ugAel spfasel e BAR ROy RS
1ok FERE S 500002 95% AFFHe Sa sltgtat

> 39 mln

ol

(N=231)

Variables Mean=SD Min Max Possible range
Nursing professionalism 3.71+0.50 1.67 5.00 1.00~5.00
Self-concept of profession 4.20+0.51 2.33 5.00 1.00~5.00
Social awareness 3.31£0.83 1.00 5.00 1.00~5.00
Professionalism of nursing 4.2940.63 1.33 5.00 1.00~5.00
The roles of nursing service 4.114£0.72 1.00 5.00 1.00~5.00
Originality of nursing 1.96+1.19 1.00 5.00 1.00~5.00
Moral sensitivity 5.2440.54 3.81 6.67 1.00~7.00
Patient-oriented care 5.89+0.70 4.00 7.00 1.00~7.00
Professional responsibility 5.72+0.69 3.86 7.00 1.00~7.00
Conflict 5.21+0.94 2.20 7.00 1.00~7.00
Moral meaning 4.46+1.11 1.80 7.00 1.00~7.00
Benevolence 4.75+0.58 2.60 6.60 1.00~7.00
Ethical decision-making confidence 3.97+0.54 2.67 5.00 1.00~5.00

Max=maximum; Min=minimum; SD=standard deviation
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