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Abstract : A tattoo is a cultural form that has been handed down to mankind for a long time.
Traditional tattoo customs that have been handed down and developed in the various cultures of
mankind have the important value of academic research in various fields such as history, art,
society, etc. The Derung people, one of the minorities living in Yunnan Province and nearby areas
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in the southwest of China, have 'facial tattoo' customs. The traditional culture of the Derung
people, which had maintained the form of primitive society until 1949 when the People's Republic
of China was established, was passed down through oral tradition, so there are no preserved

materials about their tattoo culture, showing the need for research on the culture. Therefore, it was

conducted in two ways: a research on modern and contemporary literature and a field trip to

Yunnan Province. The exact reason and time of facial tattoo customs are unknown, but the
customs disappeared after being banned in 1966 due to the Chinese Cultural Revolution. The
symbols and functions of facial tattoos can be largely divided into four categories, including

religious worship, coming—of-age ceremonies, aesthetic decorations, and ethnic and social history,

through an on-site survey and research by modern and contemporary scholars. And, it is known
that women of the Derung People get tattoos from the age of 7 to 8. The design of facial tattoos
became more complicated for upper—class women and simpler for lower—class women depending

on the area they live. Tattoos are mainly performed by relatives, and mainly bamboo skewers and

lixivium extracted from the bottom of the pot are used as the materials. Currently, there are fewer
than 25 women of the Derung people with facial tattoos, and most of them are elderly. Therefore,
they seem to disappear altogether within a few decades. Therefore, it is urgent to have

documentation on the unique facial tattoo culture of the Derung people.

Keywords - Derung people, Minorities, Tattoo culture, lllustrated tattoo book, Myth, and Facial
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Table 1. A Survey of Visiting Data

Age 1950 1940
Number of
People ! 4

Photo
Name Chunlian,Dong Wenshi, Li Qier,Dai Zixian,Lian Chunmei,Zeng
Table 2. A Survey on the Number of Tattooed Population
Age Group 60-69 70-79 80-89 90-99 100-109
Population 1 7 7 6 3
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Fig. 1. Functions and Symbols of Face Tattoo.
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Table 3. Tattoo Image of a Durong Woman's Face

Upstate Women

Area (Full Tattoo)

Downstream women
(Half Tattoos)

Female face tattoo
images and
tattoo design

finnan

Table 4. Facial Tattoo Design Order and Symbol[2]

Design Image N?Jﬁf)i:r Name Symbolic Meaning
} @ Y Water or people come down from

wnan above
@ Da ga ma la Unknown
® Mo guo Cover, Surround, Press down
@ Du yi Gather. More.
® Du ga Snow
® Si na mo guo High Mountain
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