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Abstract

This study aimed at analyzing the educational needs of home economics teachers for food literacy cultivation education in
secondary school home economics. A total of 192 home economics teachers were surveyed about their perceptions of importance
and performance of food literacy education content categories and elements, and their priorities were identified. Among the
38 content elements presented, home economics teachers recognized that the current performance level was significantly lower
than that of the importance over 34 content elements. Based on the Borich educational needs assessment and the Locus for
Focus Model, we identified five content elements with ‘very high’ educational needs (‘food security/food sovereignty’, ‘reducing
food-related waste’, ‘food waste management and recycling’, ‘food-related waste recycling’, and ‘country of origin information’),
and four content elements with ‘high’ educational needs (‘genetically modified food’, ‘ethical food consumption’, ‘food additives’,
and ‘eco-friendly agricultural products’). These results indicate that dietary education in secondary school home economics should
emphasize both the production and disposal of food. The findings of this study suggest implications for the needs for a new
dietary education in secondary school home economics that allows students to learn all stages of food system. These results

can also be used as a basis for dietary education for cultivating food literacy in secondary school home economics education.
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Figure 1.

A Needs and Priority Analysis of Food Literacy
Education Content Categories Using the Locus for
Focus Model
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Figure 2.

A Needs and Priority Analysis of Food Literacy
Education Content Elements Using the Locus for
Focus Model
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