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Abstract This study aimed to deeply understand the employment support experience of mature nursing students.
We interviewed 8 mature nursing students in universities in K and D, and analyzed the data through Colaizzi’s
method which was one of the phenomenological research method. It was composed of 4 themes and 8§
sub-themes. The participants were preparing for employment by making efforts to increase the conformity of
employment conditions while facing limitations to employment such as age. In addition, they were making
efforts to find employment by finding their strengths as mature students, strengthening their will to work, and
building a foundation for becoming professional nurses. Therefore, it is necessary to establish an institutional
foundation and develop a programme to support the employment of mature nursing students, and carry out
specific and empirical follow-up studies.
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Table 1. Categories, Theme Clusters on the Employment
Support Experience of Mature Nursing Students

Categories

Theme Clusters

Analyzing marginal
situations

- Knowing the reality that's
hard to compromise

- Considering the second best
employment conditions

Increasing the conformity
of employment conditions

- various efforts to overcome
the limitations

— Collect employment information
through various channels

The first step toward
becoming a nurse

- Find your strengths and
resolve to be strong

- Getting a job is not the end
but the beginning

Building a foundation as a
professional nurse

- Achieve internal growth
through job support
- Drawing another area of
expertise as a nurse
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