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End-of-life Care Experiences of Long-Term Care Hospital Nurses
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Abstract Currently, the number of Long-Term Care Hospital in Korea is continuously increasing with the
increase in the elderly population. Patients admitted to Long-Term Care Hospital are mainly elderly with chronic
diseases, and because they are for long-term care, they often die in Long-Term Care Hospital, and the
importance of end-of-life care is gradually increasing. In spite of these characteristics Studies on end-of-life care
for nurses in Long-Term Care Hospital are mainly quantitative studies, and there is a limit to in-depth
understanding of end-of-life care experiences. Therefore, The purpose of this study is to understand the meaning
of Long-Term Care Hospital nurses' nursing experienceof end-of-life patients through a phenomenological
method, and to describe and understand the meaning of the phenomenon in depth. The subjects of this study
were 7 nurses who had worked for more than 6 months at a nursing hospital located in C city. The research
method was in-depth interviews, and data were collected from December 2021 to March 2022. The interview
date were analyzed by Giorgi's phenomenological method. As a result of the study, ‘nurses’ attitude toward
end-of-life care’, ‘ambivalence toward life prolongation’, ‘reality of end-of-life care in Long-Term Care
Hospital’, and ‘reflection on life and death’ were found. Therefore, it is thought that End-of-life nursing
Continuing educationand interventional education programs should be developed to change Long-Term Care
Hospital nurses' end-of-life care attitudes and improve coping skills.
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