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A Study on the case of Application of Women's Personnel in the
Australian Defence Force
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Abstract After participating in the Second Boer War in 1899, the Australian Army participated in world wars
such as World War I, World War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War. To overcome the decline in the
social recognition of soldiers and the continuous shortage of troops caused by the protracted war, the status and
role of female personnel were expanded. The use of female manpower, which started as medical support during
the Second Boer War, expanded to combat support missions such as communications, maintenance, driving,
secret document management, and radar surveillance during World War II. After the Vietnam War, the Chiefs
of Staff of the Australian Army, Navy and Air Force established a committee to expand women's participation
in the military, improved service conditions for female personnel and supplemented regulations so that they were
treated as soldiers, not women, and reached a turning point in expanding the role of female personnel in the
Australian military. As a result, all combat positions, including special forces, were opened to women in 2014,
and a plan was established to increase the proportion of women in each service by 2030. As a result, all
combat positions, including special forces, were opened to women in 2014, and the Australian Armed Forces set
a plan to increase the proportion of women by 2030. Like the Australian military, South Korea is also
experiencing a demographic cliff and shortage of troops due to the continuing low birthrate problem. Through
the history and current state of the use of female personnel in the Australian military, we would like to draw
implications for the direction our military should go.
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ZEX]: Department of Veterans' Affairs.
Australian Women in war.
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Figure 1. the first 14 women to be dispatched to the Boer War
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Table 1. Performance of Australian Women in World War |l
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Figure 2. Poster for recruiting women during World War |l
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Women in Combat survey:

Are you in favour or against women being allowed to serve in combat roles in the Australian Army?

ATTITUDE TOTAL SEX AGE

%l M (%) F (%) 18-34(%)  35-49(%) 50+ (%)

Strongly in favour 34 33 35 43 39 24

Partly in favour 29 28 30 38 29 20
Total in favour 63 61 65 81 68 4

Partly against n 10 12 6 12 15

Strongly against 2 3 17 8 15 35
Total against 3 3 29 14 27 50
Uncommitted 6 6 6 5 5 6

Newspall survey The Weekend Austraian, June 9-10 2001

ZEX{: Department of Veterans™ Affairs. (2008).
Australian Women in war.
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Figure 3. Survey Results
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Figure 4. APCP Program
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