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This study investigated the current status and educational needs of global health education (GHE) at medical schools in Korea. Among the 40 medical

schools nationwide, 32 schools that agreed to participate in the study collected data through a survey in 2022, and the results were examined by frequen-

cy analysis and content analysis. In total, 87.5% of medical schools included global health-related graduation outcomes. In the curriculum, global health

lessons within courses were present at 71.9% of medical schools. Regarding extracurricular activities, 66.7% and 63.0% of medical schools offered over-

seas clerkships and overseas volunteer work, respectively. Although there were not many medical schools with a global health-related educational envi-

ronment, 96.9% of schools agreed with the necessity of GHE in medical education. The prevailing opinion was that it was appropriate to continuously

cover GHE as lessons within courses throughout all years of the program in medical education. The main opinions regarding the improvement of GHE

related to curriculum development, personnel expansion, and awareness improvement at medical schools. These findings are expected to serve as a basis

foridentifying the current status of GHE at Korean medical schools and specifying future directions of GHE.
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Table 1. Global health outcomes, curricula, and extracurricular activities at
medical schools

Table 2. Details of global health curricula at medical schools

Type of global health curricula

Items No. (%) Variable Courses (N=7)  Lessons within courses (N:ZS)“)
Global health outcomes (N=32) Course phase
Yes 28 (87.5) Pre-medical 4(57.1) 7(28.0)
No 4(12.5) Medical 6(85.7) 23(92.0)
Type of global health curricula (N=32) Course format
Courses 3(94) Lecture 6(85.7) 24(96.0)
Lessons within courses 23(719) Practice 0 2(8.0)
Courses & lessons within courses 4(12.5) Clerkship 4(57.1) 3(12.0)
None 2(6.3) Research 1(14.3) 0
Global health extracurricular activities (N=27)" Course type
Special lectures/seminars/workshops (except for within 12 (44.4) Required 5(714) 25(100.0)
courses) Elective 5(71.4) 0
Internships/short-term programs 5(18.5) Values are presented as number (%).
Field practices YExcluded missing values.
Overseas clerkship 18 (66.7)
Overseas medical volunteer work 17 (63.0)
Institutions related to global health 5(18.9)
Research activities related to global health 5(18.5) 82 Byt =HE 7o MEstde 1-28k40] 67 st
Clubactivites (85.7%)2.2 714 e Wgg Helow, 3 43de 47 st
Related to global health 3(11.1)
Overseas medical volunteer work 10 (37.0) (57.1%), ST 17 tisk(14.3%)0]1%loH, =2 1 28go=2
Experience activities related to other cultures 3(11.1) iAot Hl&o| 7P =ttt

YExcluded medical schools without global health extracurricular activities.
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Roles of institutions related to global health domestic and abroad

Concepts and history of global health

The role and career of physicians in global health

Climate, environmental Change and health

Causes and prevention Dfmajor infectious diseases in the world

The political, economic, and social determinants of health

‘The major cause of global prevalence and mortality

International comparison of health systems

‘The impact of health care globalization

Health disparities between countries

The global burden of a particular disease

Global demographic change and health

Poverty, nutrition and hunger

Efforts to narrow the global health disparities

Disease prevention and health promotion in a resource-deprived environment
Immigrant medicine (displaced person, North Korea defectors, refugee, etc.)
How to search for information related to global health in domestic and aborad
Activities to participate in global health programs

Human rights and global health ethics

Understanding and reﬂecting on different backgrounds

Conln]unlcation {ron] dlﬁerellt b{lckgro\lnds

Labor healthissues for overseas workers, domestic migrant workers

Other 3

Figure 1. Topics of global health curricula in medical schools (N=29).
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Figure 2. Teaching methods of global health curricula in medical schools
(N=29).
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Table 3. Educational environment related to global health at medical schools

(N=31)

Items Yes No Other
Partnership 6(194) 25(80.6) -
Faculty 7(22.6) 19 (61.3) 5(16.1)
Organization/committee 6(19.4) 23 (74.2) 2(6.5)

Values are presented as number (%).
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Table 4. The needs for global health education at medical schools (N=32)

Items No. (%)

1.Do you think global health education is necessary within
the medical school curriculum?

Strongly agree 8(25.0)
Agree 23(719)
Uncertain 1(3.1)
Disagree 0
Strongly disagree 0
2. Which phase do you think it is appropriate to cover global
health education? (multiple responses possible)

Pre-medical 8(18.2)
Medical (Ist, 2nd year) 6(13.6)
Medical (3rd, 4th year) 6(13.6)

Continuous (from pre-medical to medical: Ist-4thyear) 18 (40.9)
Resident (graduate medical education) 4(9.1)
Other 2(4.5)

3. Which type of curriculum do you think global health
education should have? (multiple responses possible)

Courses 8 (14.5)
Lessons within courses 24 (43.6)
Special lectures 8(14.5)
Extracurricular activities 11 (20.0)
Other 4(73)
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Table S. Improvements related to global health education at medical schools
(NZZS)

Items No. (%)

Global health curriculum

Curriculum development 5(17.5)
Expanding the topic 5(179)
Enhancing curriculum 4(14.3)
Deriving educational outcomes 3(107)
Faculty development in global health education
Faculty development 4(14.3)
Educational environment for global health education
Reinforcing manpower 10 (35.7)
Improving awareness 6(21.4)
Providing opportunities for participation 5(179)
Financial support 2(71)
Strengthening cooperation 1(3.6)
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