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Elementary School Children’s Trajectories of Self-Esteem
in Grades 1 through 4
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Abstract The purpose of this study was to analyze the change trajectory and latent class types of self-esteem in
first to fourth grade elementary school students. For the purpose, the Korean Children’s Panel data were
analyzed using potential growth model and the growth mixture model. As the results, the linear change model
was selected as the most appropriate model. The change trajectory was found to increase slightly as the grade
increased. In addition, four latent class groups were derived through: ‘high Ilevel-maintenance,” ‘low
level-increase,” ‘high level-decrease,” and ‘low level-maintenance.” Most children were in the ‘high
level-maintenance’ group, followed by ‘high level-decrease,” ‘low level-increase,” and ‘low level-maintenance’
groups. Therefore, based on the results of the study, we suggest that educational institutions and local
communities pay attention to trends in elementary school students' self-esteem and provide appropriate support
for students in each class.
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Table 1. Latent growth model of self-esteem
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Table 2. Latent class growth analysis of self-esteem
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