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A New Generational Spirit?: A Study on Welfare Attitude of Korean
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Abstract This study purports to explore the landscape of welfare attitudes of young generation of Korea in their 20s and
30s focusing upon potential differences from those of older generations. Korea has recently been in the significant debate on
pension reform and the disadvantages of relatively young generations has been on of the most crucial issues during the
reform. Survey data from 17th Korean Welfare Panel are analyzed and such variable as attitudes toward government
expenditure on public pension, health care, old age support, poverty, family and child care and so on. In addition,
welfare-related variables such as universalism vs selectivism, tax increase for welfare expenditure, and political orientation are
to be analyzed. The results show several findings. First of all, correspondence analysis shows that young generation in Korea
are strongly associated with higher education and full time employment compared to older generations. Secondly, the most
interested welfare issues of young generations are housing and child support. Moreover, young generations’ attitudes toward
government expenditure increase differ from those of older generations on the issues of public pension, housing, and family
and child support. Lastly, political orientation of those young generation tend to be progressive and they support universalism
in welfare policy, but they do not support tax increase for welfare purpose, which, I would say, is inconsistent.
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Figure 2 Mean differences of Generational welfare
attitudes(Significance level = .05)
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