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Abstract The dispute over the Northern Limit Line in the West Sea has been sharply opposed since the U.N.
commander set it in August 1953 with the aim of preventing accidental armed conflict between the two Koreas
in the waters of the Korean Peninsula. In 2022, for the first time since the division, North Korea made a
missile provocation beyond the NLL. The purpose of this study is to identify how the research on the NLL,
which is under way by North Korea's actual provocation, has been conducted and to suggest a direction to
proceed. This study examined the trend of research using a total of five academic information DBs, including
RISS and Scholar, focusing on academic papers studied on NLL from 1998 to 2023. As a result of examining
the current status of each year, field, and research method, significant differences in research volume were
identified according to the government's relationship with North Korea, and the research field had the most
introduction of the concept of NLL and historical background, confirming the need to expand to more diverse
fields to have international legal justification and justification for the NLL, considering the changing international
environment according to the logic of power. In terms of final research methods, most of them were literature
studies, so the need for quantitative research using interviews, surveys, and big data was also found. It is hoped
that the analysis results of this paper will play a positive role in setting the research direction for the
international response of the NLL in the future amid the interests of the international political environment that

is still ongoing.
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Analysis of Research Trends in NLL
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Table 1. Annual Status of NLL
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Figure 1. The Trends of NLL from 1998 to 2023
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Figure 2. Current Status of Research by Subject (number of cases,ratio)
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