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Abstract

The term ‘'fashion capital' has been used in conjunction with Bourdieu's
concept of cultural capital. The aim of the present study was to explore the
concept of fashion capital existing independently within the field of fashion.
In-depth interviews were conducted with 8 fashion specialists and enthusiasts,
seeking to uncover the structures, characteristics, and paths of fashion capital
accumulation possessed by individuals with high fashion capital. As a result,
fashion capital was broadly categorized into inherited capital, acquired capital,
and institutionalized capital. Key components were identified, including inherited
capital related to influence of family and childhood environment, acquired
capital encompassing fashion activities, fashion knowledge, and ability to
appreciate fashion, and institutionalized capital represented by economic
benefits  transformed from other forms of capitals. Additionally, 13
supplementary elements were identified. These elements could be broadly
categorized into inherited, acquired capital, and institutionalized capital, as
outlined by Bourdieu. This study initiates an academic discussion on the
concept of fashion capital within the domain of fashion consumer research.
Findings of this study have potential to provide educational and practical
implications for both fashion industry and academia.
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AN o o fo

Birth of o
Occupation Qualification (Career/VIP) Gender car spending on
¥ fashion (KRW)
A Merchandiser 12 years Male 1985 1.3M
(Luxury team)
Professor (Fashion
B major)/Brand CEO 17 years Female 1980 0.5M
C PR Agency CEO 23 years Female 1977 0.8M
Buyer
D (Contemporary team) 6 years Female 1994 0.6M
Designer
E (Accessory brand) 9 years Male 1986 0.5M
F Br_and CEO VIP of editorial shop Female 1986 5.5M
(Designer lable)
G Freelancer designer VIP of H. department store Female 1992 8M
H Lawyer VIP of S. department store Female 1993 2M

(M=million)
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o] AAL A} Iste], AA| HidAEe] =5 A= o
SHe doAtte & 79 iR ASsH skl
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Heeh] shoiek. e A9 me sl E
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Table 2. Semi-Constructed Questions

At A a7 Amel w

T D

Z5p7] QlRtolr). WA, 7H T A9 o AAE ' A=
o HHEHOoR FEELE ‘_01% A EQIT) o] WHEs}
oMe A7 ABATE ol ERot 2| ®3fet
[AES EESIYTE ZLELES v 2 HEstols M54
AR A7 el s AT (op-down
approach)> FA9] tgket S9E =4 4 Se 9940l

(Corbin & Strauss, 2014). watx] zp=o] AR W
S XA 7l Sl AR A3 (bottom-up
approach) 0.2 IQH 7o) LEE Fodl= NVivo I
TI1#(Wong, 2008)& Abgsto], wHRzog W33l AYe
S35t Hlu AEIFS AYPstnt. ol¢ =43 1
ol W A4 met yehd FAlo] digh HEA 5)
A& Stz oiglnh olF Fol Y Ao EE

o

o Qo AEL} BRE fsskgn %*%——‘;— 43| )
S
d

7(1— 531

Types Questions
-What kind of specific experience related to fashion do you remember with your family?
. . -To what extent is your family involved or interested in fashion?
Activity/Experience

-What sparked your interest in fashion?

-What kind of activities did you participate in related to fashion?

Institutionalized

. VIP customers?
capital

-Do you have any family members with a major or occupation related to fashion, or who are

-What benefits have you received as an employee in the fashion industry or as a VIP customer?

Knowledge

What do you consider the sources of your accumulated knowledge in the field of fashion, and
how do you gather fashion-related information?

-What abilities contribute to excellence in the field of fashion?

-What has had the greatest influence on your current preferences and perspectives in fashion?
Ability -How would you define highbrow taste in fashion?

-What actions do you believe demonstrate a good fashion sense?

-Where does someone's good eyes on fashion manifest itself?
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