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Relationship between Nursing Students' Nursing Competency, Clinical

Reasoning Competence and Empathy Ability according to the Enneagram
Center of Power
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Abstract This study attempted to identify the relationship between nursing competency, clinical reasoning
competence, and empathy ability according to the center of enneagram power for nursing students. The subjects
of the study were 218 students enrolled in the department of nursing at two universities located in one region,
data collection was conducted from 16 October to 27 October 2023. Data analysis was performed using
SPSS/WIN version 26.0 program, descriptive statistics, and difference verification were analyzed by t-test,
ANOVA, pearson's correlation coefficient, Results, The enneagram personality type of the subjects of this study
was the most common type 9. And in the enneagram center of power, the instinct-centered type had the highest
nursing competence, the thought-centered type had the highest clinical reasoning competence, and the
emotion-centered type had the highest empathy ability. In addition, nursing competence and clinical reasoning
competence showed a significant positive correlation, and clinical reasoning competence and empathy ability
were also found to be positively correlated. Therefore, it is important to continue to develop and apply
individualized competency building programs that reflect personality type tests to nursing students. In addition,
the higher the empathy ability, the higher the clinical reasoning competence, so it is thought that it is necessary
to develop a standardized curriculum that can improve nursing competence and clinical reasoning competence

and verify its effectiveness.
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